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Facing the Traditional Ecological Knowledge .

the Value Orientation of Contemporary Ethnic Language Investigation
XIAO Zi-hui
(Jinan University , Guangzhou 510632, China)

Abstract; With important ecological, medical and economic value, the traditional ecological knowl-
edge is the cognition and experience of the ecological environment formed and accumulated by various eth-
nic groups and communities in the long-term process of interaction with natural environment. Ethnic mi-
norities in China boast rich traditional ecological knowledge which have been disseminated and passed on
through oral language. Therefore, the ethnic language investigation centered around traditional ecological
knowledge can help obtain vivid corpus, as well as discover and construct practical experience and wisdom
of ethnic communities contained in their languages. The forms of language in which traditional ecological
knowledge is carried and expressed include ecological words, proverbs, oral texts and so on. In the field in-
vestigation of ethnic languages, researchers should get rid of the conventional inquiry work mode of word-
sentence translation, avoid emphasizing language forms rather than contents, participate in the production
and life of ethnic communities in person, have a depth contact with talents, craftsmen and inheritors of in-
tangible cultural heritage in ethnic communities, investigate and record languages of the ethnic traditional
ecological knowledge by extensive visits, interview exchanges and practical experience, etc. This practice
meets the need to raise the level of theory and application in the ethnic language investigation, and should
be the new orientation of academic value for researchers of the ethnic language in the new era.
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