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Research on the Modality Meaning of "'Yaoxiang'

DENG Xia
( Guizhou University , Guiyang , Guizhou 550025 )

Abstract ; Based on the semantic analysis of " Xiang" and " Yao" , this paper argues that there are three differ-
ent kinds of meanings included in " Yaoxiang”. Firstly, when "Xiang" is used as a lexical verb, " Yao" is used as
a modal verb to express epistemic, deontic or dynamic modality meaning. Secondly, when "Yao" and " Xiang" are
both model verbs, "Xiang" expresses the dynamic modality meaning but " Yao" can only get the epistemic modality
meaning; Thirdly, "Yaoxiang" can be also used to express the presumed conditional meaning.
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