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A Corpus-Based Study of English Translation of
the Subjectivity of the Chinese Adverb “Dao”

WENG Yiming
(College of Foreign Languages, South-Central University for Nationalities, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract. The Chinese adverb “Dao” has a rich subjective tone and modal semantic features and a
wide range of pragmatic functions, which brings challenges to the English translation of Chinese liter-
ary works. Based on a Chinese-English parallel corpus of two famous novels Mr. Ma & Son. A So-
journ in London and Fortress Besieged, this paper makes a qualitative and quantitative analysis of
the English translation of 158 “ Dao” in the above novels, and discusses the English translation of
Chinese adverbs from the perspective of language subjectivity and translation strategy. The study
shows that various means are applied during the English translation to precisely convey the subjectivi-
ty of the adverb " Dao" , while more than half of the examples of the speaker’ s subtle subjective
mood reflected in the same adverb are not conveyed in a proper way in English.

Key words: adverb “Dao” ; subjectivity; parallel corpus; English translation

YRS HER: 2018 —02 —06; (&R, 2018 —04 —09; ZFHEIT, 2018 —06 —29

ELME : A3CH 2017 FEPERBERFPRER LI —RIN B “5-TEk EN S EE S A/MEE T E W
357 (B 45 CSY17010) BB Btk AR

fE&E BT 55X, B, WA S, RIRFCERE L. R R FIME S L SEE ARE S %, BFE
% weng_yiming@ 163. com,

89



WERSMEH S 2018 5 4 Hf

1.0 5|5

MATTEE B M AR A LB SRR A R R S, 3 BR300 i L 78 1 0L R A A
BEXARB 7 AKIEF R WAk, Benveniste (1971225 ) 38 L WMEAETE 5 P AR BRAE ik
FASEAAAER 7 3 A MR VR UL A K B CAF N AR —FhRE ) o TR R 0,
EEA MY AEE. Lyons(1977:739) Y TMMER G AT 2 200 8RS AU H
" RIS, AU A E UGS A R, 3R B B ©X Briftihif gy sr 3 S EE IR,
MTIFERE A P B T EDiC. 7ERE N, PRSI (2001 ) 5 SE%) [ A2 56 T e o i e 4
RGN A A & e rI GRS D = AR F A B (perspective )\ BRI (al-
fect) M55 # AR &5 (epistemic modality) o 5 BE[RIIT, [ Py B3 U0 T2 001 A9 5 T
MR BT IR A B , RS SOBTETE 20 LB TT R o (E2 B R E , X B
BRI G AR AR R B e R RS b AR Ay BRI R R
F S E RIS (B ) Mk TARIET 1 AR X S SRR R TS . SRS
ANVEE (2003 ) B BEHT (2004) | JE IR (2007) B BA 48 (2008 ) . E BH (2010) | ] i
(2015) %%, X EEHFFSERIRAS 1 AH 1 S0t , B8 T2 A ity B PR AG LU AR BR, g
BB T I 1 AU,

SR, Y H R EETE S RSO A R b R B EAETE E R RO A2
UL MAPAT ORI 0 A B R 561 5 ML E A BRI 0 SE 6 A9 . AR 7E
SCETRE TR A BT T i R T, i R T 9 3 AR DU /N AR
vin H R T ) SR IR LA T E R E B ST, WL DR P i o A TR 7 R S AR A
A

2.0 BURDLERTHEIA T ALE

WRDUER K BT B2 248, 58 L A R A aT Rk Uls & 0
A2 B 51 F W E R R GE WA ] 4, DTS WS OSSR R R S A AR ]
DL AIRDR e . BRI S M TS 1 A A, HOR R s A TS T A 1 A S TR AR
FIPPAR B G S AR AR, BRI Rk A R (128, 2006 :26) . 4

(1) AL &AL HZE, TALZRILH ITE LR R R4S g =, (B0
#T) (£4,2015.2)

1) A B B TEAIEEE T s A6 i 8 R 3R 285 B Uil Ak PR R
SR B O W E A, Bl A B AR R, By R I 2
BETESIAE

(2) FABHE. “ZIAELIL, A REREE? RBHMA THBB R R (BR)
(P460) @
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B(2) R Fo R X, R A EIE B SRS, IR S
“ W O AR TR A SR B S AN TR
BB BAIAY A TG, A W B BRI F kS RS BE R
(3) a. BWEZHFS HAKAET,
b. 2B =45 HARAHAET, (=B)(P38) @
(4) a. BUNEEFTLFFEEEZEAERIHA .
b. B FNTHATTFBREEE, AERIHB A, (=F)(P38)
1(3)a. (4)a FT 33k 0 62 ORI A3 O HAS 15 82 505461 (3) b (4) b AR, {5,
T HUR A I, A2 SO SR, T 05 35 P 9 O D0 35 0 T L
FRAT AT LA S AT 0 VR U A T 3 o S WA SR BB AR A S SR Y

3.0 W71 ekt 4

3.1 BRRL R AL ok

ARSI AR/ ) B Julie Jimmerson BE AR K £k 4h 4544 5 /NI C B 7Y
Jeanne Kelly FI N. K. Mao SeiFA N6, R AE R HTF 5 E DTS & 1005, B E5EM
FEASR BTG R 8] BB A0, LA 7 B 3] PR TE S A vp A RAEJE Rl
FTB, E R R0 45 A BEAE 2 1 HR T SO AR i il & A s AR AL . U
HELL T R RAZET 1) P58 b B 487 A9 A R A R e S B E R TE S
B FRAH PR B RFAE 7 2) BRSO el s A 24 i 07 SORBEAT 1 & AL B
R , 2 T S 2 B 0 WA X S84 7 3) DU T AR G0 22 5900 Bl i) 0L ey A WA
BB 7 4) B i B AR AR S PR RSO P R B AR B A T
T B RSO TE L 1 TR A7 G A0 faaz TS 4 39 7 SOR#EAT TR P
Fih gz

et TR AR 85 SCIRUR) 3 AR 0 SRR SO A BT 3, AT PR FE 5
THEY T 5 X A 2 o ST i B A S i B SR B, FR AT R E 1
WLy i , O B ) Bl A T
3.2 LA R

] SR BT S B A SR A U R R SR A, 7 S TS AN T S B b il
FIBRE, it SR R 27, AT AR -F W BB I RE . (17 B SOAT GBI A5
YA BEBEATHIOA VI E , 254 HrORHE SR AR D TR A TR SCRTTE DI RE , R A Ay — AP 2
TR SCRHE AN ST B SET AR 87 A9 Sl SCRR , FAT T L BAUZRIE R B B0
P BARDUE N AL (1996) B 0k 1, 2 BB DUIR A ) (55 6 L) (2012) Ay fi ¢
L2 /NI(1999) T 4807 A A SIS IF TR S S 2, TRAEE A5 i 40 ” Ag LL R
8 ANHEA S
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OFN IR . R, B 0 dkak B i dn g . QFRIBELMR . H
TR A W AR R E . @F N TER. ARG F? KEE
Tt RN BT EHFRRBRE XS I F R R R RRBERR., O
Fonikp o AERT—/Na], 5 —/NVAE R st iR AR T SRR, B0 R # T, B
AMETTEIL, OFFIER. HEEEMNEAEN, M raia—adk, AAEEss, OF
TiBREHAE, BAMBAIES, W cEELE! ©FnH B ILIESR., W28 P
B kX 3T, WL B MR E

gt Bt ATAEC 5 ) R Bl BB/ N i s 145 8) 158 A5 il “ 48] (1 7 B
ANFERERSEE (LR 1) o BB A2 PSR/ N pE P A I B B R TE R, BB R
KULTEAZ A EMER EWE R Fan, ECS) 2 3 28 a1 87 fHO@
Q@I 5 FiASF A, B EUH PR AR R BT A SFE B (HE©@) MDI6E; i
A BRI A A )7 — 3 130 B, 3RE T BRI QRO AN H T T A 6 Fizige, Hrp
fift PR AR A i 1 2 I @ SF RE R MO FR IR — U1 B 527 1 E A

F1 (ZDHYFCEHEY EXEGREIRE"HE XIS HIER

AEIOR—% QRFE| @By | @ | Q¥ | ©&F% | ©iR PR | At
R | AR &4 A, KRB | 2 HiE A
(=%) 6 0 3 2 3 14 0 0 28
CE Y 25 0 10 17 0 57 1 20 130
At 31 0 13 19 3 71 1 20 158

DA R R T PR T 48] 7 AE ek B SRS A _L s X AE HTIhE.

(5) ZE—w i RALXBEBGIPR K, M LR ERDTETF, TN T X k5,
kB A AR K ok R R ERDET LT (A) (P10)

BI(5) H, WAIFRIER 5y ol A, MEAS AR FE S P KR AL AN BN 7 2 00
NGB H AT AL B A ) IS BB B R A R I T B R R R R
B EWIES

(6) b . B AR R AR IRIEH 555 b & F A8, W) 5 R A
w1 (Ak) (P104)

B(6) H, “TE FE/NMARIA S B F E/NMAFRAER A8 2 WA B B
P, ) A BRI BT O R T IR T W/ IME R A AT A AN TE o

(7) BAKKA“BEL FHTAUMNT, AHE:XBHPEAABERELE Y Lo 2%
Eoe bR ERZ ANLFREAEAETEA, (=35)(P70)

BT ) IR OR & BAE 52 A 20 RS2 bR AR 3 s B0 o B A R —
FE, SEBRIGETE 5 U005 & 0 BUSTE BB B A X0 L, BR8] 2 i B B R 2 3R T
BRI B ES IR

(8) B K KFEHYIAZE, DR EBHERAR, TERXAFKELS —BF, (=
% ( P476)
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B1(8) v, AR BA Bl 8] AF P FU IR M BUE — 2 W= 52, R3] 8] 1Y
B EPE” T ULTE A I RIEWDTR X R IR TC T A A A

(9) I B FHAC— B ARETIT A &G0, R A R
RAALEF  ARBIE A A DT B AR R KR A T (B ) (P548)

B ) v, 4B {35 o ) S A ) e R U 0 2 0 X A — R 2 DA AT
O A I8 T s fe ™ i E AR

2, 46

LA T AR

4.0 GFFCEE S

4.1 813481 o) i B

TATRUF E G55 BB TSP TR R | sk e B NS Ao 158 4
AT 7 SR, JEPRRME AN 2 AR 1 M OO A A A 9
SMLES, B H RV TEIE . DTRSIEGJEET 158 DI 97 (5 1 61% ) B R T
AR TR B2 A 817 B R AR I 6 500 A 5 9 A AR A
(T LS 0 B0 ROV K BOH I, 500 0 40% 1 329% 53 {1
B P A (B 39% ) o, ISR T R0 R S T B A
FEACHERT SRS S, VAT M (5 1 26% ) LT R0 o 6 7% ) ) o R0 (1 B
6% ).

R2 (DY RCEWEYIFARTEE " HEIF R
#
R () &t
EEC R (B | BB OLR) | kA% ObE)
GES 36 (28%) 7 (5%) 9 (7%) 78 (60% ) 130
(=3) 4(14%) 4(14%) 1(4%) 19 (68% ) 28
A 40 (26%) 11 (7%) 10 (6% ) 97 (61%) 158

PATR 33 A TRI e /i 3 A 19 S8 R ) 3 420 7y 1A 1y =% R ) K —
) PR T R P SCHEAT 3 BT 5 PR, S e 7 WS b SO FE e 1 O R
BFEA B S B DOE RS S R I 5T
4.2 &3] b S IFEANAE ST

1) A

DUE R A48 9 22 B TR FO R A 18 SO Se 1] L H A 0 5 vh 4R B o8 X 55 1
TEERGR T 2, 3R e AR T2 A R T BB (198 ST R AR5 i ST P 25 17 [ B SRR D 3
B WEHRGEITTRE , (TR e 87 (4 Fe il 26% . Bt RoR 4 C &M
FEBR IR FH B AU, 0 but though . yet however .while 48, 1.

(10) 3% b 5 A& J R k54T, 2 ATAR Sk 9, A A BAR L B 6 o 5 | SR AR, 3 )
75 vk B R, (B3R
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Those students really were impossible — enough to give you a headache. The slogans they
had written on the board were quite grammatical, though. She should take that as a consola-
tion. (P426 —427)

B1C10) J“ 47 B 5F 4 Rl Fah B 2507 o9 Fk R Bz mo it BT e i e e
AIl1A] though BLAHF A9 AR Y TE SCIRE

(1) KK AMWIE, Wi VB & EHE, (B

Mrs. Fang was meek by nature, while the two young mothers were both quite shrewd.
(P232 -233)

BICIT) 247 B 58 8 FhRoR X Feri < i P, D00 & e A i 3 4B A B, i
TR PR A IG5 RS R AR Y T PR TR B R
JRETE ] while , dLRENS 12 IR IR AR LIRS

B3 4T OCHIR] 2 Ab , WA 1A A, 4 ) fef 9 13 v 2875 SRR 118 < IR) B 2 @ 3R
T AR RS TIA G2, A0 just really \even |instead 5F, 1

(12) 20 5 40 AL AT, B] T RAFT, 4 RA T 43X, 5] 56 A3 4L LR
A e e kT, (BR)

While in the small town, he was afraid of getting pushed out in a power struggle; now that

he was in a big city, he hated the callousness of people and felt instead that getting pushed out

was at least an indication that people had some respect for him. (P626 —627)
Bl (12) 2“7 58 1 Rh R B MRS HIAE iy EWLE R MR B R R
{87 B, PR TR 2 B R 0] instead 33K 1 HEACHH [R] A9 EWLHR o

(13) Fpo B e RAHA AT ARZAALER, ARAEE A & SR80t B
T RIKIRA (B
Miss Sun said, “... | am the only one who can put up with your rudeness! Just ask this

Miss Su or Miss Tang to try. ” (P548 —549)

BC13) S 47 B9 B8 7 R, 33k 1 DTS & PV N 0T 35 25 A — Rl AN 5T 4 2
WS B T IEERY just — IR B ARA BE 52 A2 15 R /NI R A2 2% 1 REVARLRR ARG (EL7E
—ERE ERR TR A EE SR

2) MHIBR NG

RTA] )" BEFAA 2 M 2 ALY TR RIS S R, SR IR B AT A W Ay
1 N e S Rl B e T = O G S T 1B = O 24 o R 2 <
R SCRU i o X S A TR A B0 T JB TSRO, A S i T BOR R o — R AL 2
o CHE) D) PR A 7% A3 SO B AL T T B A& 3k sl il 48 Ay 45 b 32
WESHY . 0

(1) W RATL B R, B AR R, W R — 2R E, RANEEAZEBGA, (BR)

He is more capable than I and has a very dignified bearing. He is sure to be a success in
the future. I think he is in fact an ideal man. (P166 —167)
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B (14) 7 155 6 Fh EFZIE 1 R , [RIB 3R3K 1 U 1s 0 A 1 — R R
1 EME S, FHEMH T B 568 5 Z M B AR in fact [ BFRIK“FEHIER”
BT I A AR

(15)7 7 Z8 , MELRT BARITHRAREM, R, XRTXEBT, RF
HESET, (AR)

Then when school let out for summer vacation and her report card came, it turned out she
had flunked two subjects and couldn’t be promoted. She wanted to save face and wouldn’ t
transfer to another department or school. (P568 —569)

B (1S ) 2“7 55 3 Pl , s UG & B0 B A S ARt <P OB 7 30
PEFES . MBSO, S IA A TE o out U2 TF 1 BEAA 20 H: 20 b 26 75 B 3] 481 B 3 b
b By F MR

(16) iE 2 B3 A TRIFAT R oo o RHFTHHFFABES AT, (BWR)

Wang Chuhou could not be easily handled . ... That young Fang fellow, on the other
hand, should be easy to handle. (P380 —381)

B (16) Jt SCH 335 & 0 “VEAL IR BT 1 AR N P PR AT H AL, X
SR 8 AR, AR R A R 0 s T iR SRR, TS B A I AT 1 on the other
hand TE 4GB #5152k H JE ST A% B

3) ARERMG

ERHGTT IR B 6% W3 SO0 b 3 I8 A B | b A oK 15 A Bl A S5 ) 2 T B g i
TR AR R, PR BRI BORBOR L T BRI R e A R
27 B RRTE e R AR AR AR RSO TR IROR . DU R R
BRI DGETLE TS R DUE SO S RERE L 18 SORI AT RS SO 35 B 32 A 9 S0
ARRTESN” (BRE#%,2004:1) o FEDCERIFE AR, R TR e B R e G id 1Y
P (BEIE3C,2018:101) A5 Bl A vk BT B, -8 5 DUE & 48] ZhRE AR BL, 15 AR
FF , [ BEAT & S S0 & AR 7 s R T Bl B LSRR A DUERE 1 o 40

(17)# R EXFHT AR BAT RN FELEZEERT . (BR)

The world’ s major issues can always be dealt with in one way or another; it’ s the minor

issues that cannot be treated carelessly. (P100 -101)

BICLT) op, Yhih - R m] ARG AR A F0 /N 22 2 RAR AN 17 AR LA, B3] 481
BERE T S PR T R IR S — M B B A TR o BT 7 I i B A2 2% S
AT R AU AR A TR B AR 1Y, PR I A P i s A it s ..o that . 758
A 2 e e A ikt B P A R

(18) F KKl “RARRBREAM AR, " AMEXE T F B Rdndb | R %)
Py E SR EM

Mrs. Fang said, “I cannot believe Jou-chia has any ability. How could our Eldest after

studying abroad not be as good as she? She should let our Eldest have her job at the factory. ”
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(P638 —639)

B C18) Jg e, Bl A (81 R 3 0 S 2 E T B SR YE R, i T s AR R
BN 5 02 T B B T U B R 1 OGRS

(19) “ 83 AL P IUAMR LU RAMEAL B R B B Rt (=)

“You know, Father, it wouldn’t be such a bad idea to come here on Sundays. ” Ma Wei
said. (P136 -137)

B (19) B3¢ gl ] 481 i 2618 SR Bt A B 1A ) 2 it wouldn” v %588 HE R 1

4) RiF

Geit A B, e ) A 5 ) PR TREAE o 1 BT A 158 Bl 3R] B, Rk 60%
(97 B) iy 48" PR B AT AT B SO AL B, A

(20) Hy i A8 R 5 R B 4, SRR 5. e B A B S AR R (B3R

Unable to think of a reply, Hung — chien gave a silly smile. She was glad that she some-
times caught him speechless. (P156 —157)

B1(20) BBGE A, 7 FRIK T PLIEE R R E B R AR
FANR LR, X FWE G R TCAT, MBS RIBE SCFE B R ik th R AR 1
Bl EWTE S o

QU EFREZEE ABLERINDFRAFER, ERBLETMH, (=5)

Li Zirong was still beaming and chuckling; his laughter had an infectious power, which
seemed to invest everything around him with mirth — the shop, the whole world. (P318 -
319)

B(21) BB SCA , PaE A E AL ] Rk T AT EHE R BT AR . DU
HhetE i a B A T, R B R A R 2 Rk HRAE R SR R R il
FAEATTE 5 T BefG ik th R S0 R Z BP S TE U RICR

(22) AR A — 5 o SR AL by F AR oo RS BRI A, B R AR,
SRI BB E . (B

The woman flashed him a big smile, revealing a mouthful of fresh red gums. Ku blushed in
confusion, and thankful that no one had noticed, hurried into the inn after Miss Sun. (P326 —327)

B 22) FDUESCA Y VRS T )7 2 1 B S A RS 2o AR IR 3-8 AT
2 (E R, FIBXS H R FME R AR AESC TR RS A0 T0 I KT R SO T A A B
RS TR A TR R AR = TR A,

DUE BRI R 228 TTEAEE 51 Z i EUE RS S, DU
BRI R SE B, R, i T O DUE S AT 22 5k, 1F 2 A7 1iE SO 1A AT fg
F030 85T IS TR 2Ry AR 1, PRICTE B R AR P s A A b O R
=5 1 T EL AN SRR AR MR S A B S R A A
4.3 819 B 0 B F R

YRR A AN 5 ) S5 43 52 Julie Jimmerson 5 Jeanne Kelly f1 N. K. Mao
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IR REFER

i)
AR RRAE, T TEIL SR, By 204524, AR v [/ U8 R o v A
AIRESETT AL ESCRY B A, AR 45 8 A B S LU 4fAE o

1) 2R B By SUARG R e, S8 SRR 3, BlIA B R R B 2R 2R &
WTESCFI 8 TR SCRHIE , oA Al vk i o S8 A] DU B R BB X 4 Rk . 1
TS5 R AR R A BT B RAE, S in iR 8 L TIRME . Horp, Bl s al 17 aiE 2
H5 HEAL IR R SCRR 187 B9 B A 35, U0 really . just, even  only . at least.in fact.at allsome-
how ZEAEPIHRIFAE Fh RS 2B )" i T B, “RiRRE A 2B HEAEEFE LT
AR B AR AR EIE , B A B S AR, IR AR B 5HE” (Nida,1969:2)

2) TR R E R 2 R 22 e, T S A R R, R '
it PR R ] 2 S e B 2R e 40y A E S5k . i BLIR— R OB A T —
AR T, AR 1) 8] e R SCRY RS R B R i B X, RS TR
SCRITAIR TR T, I SOL AT S IR A — R K T AR B, a0 W37 B i i 1l
(10 do.does. did) , 58 A &Y it is. .. that ..., J2BER]A] ( {1 whatever, whoever. somehow
but) , 5515 B2 (U on the other hand) , 4} 1A% & ( 4 instead of ) , ZEBEEia] ( 4 more. . .
than) , ZhIA%EIE (U0 wrned out) 8855,

3) AR A ETE 8 RS [F] LI SRR B 0 SCITURT X B 1 SIS A B
i, TR GAE S 1 SCTR P P Bl B i o 3 P RB S R A A i v 3R 4 Fx bh =
WL A IR Ty AR DU Rk AR i AR i Skl #Esoh el IR 2R
4 5% & H1AlJ2 but,although  while . yet \however  though %5

4) IEMETER 2, FSCH A AT RE A IR, AR B IR Ze o M1 B SCie, @A 487 1Y
B H B G 39% T 1R D SC RN R SR o 61% o B TR B SR 1 S E i &
WTE SR 2 BEA TR0 LG 4y 19 5 8 S0 B ok, iX A5 5% 8 18 SCRITE
TR R AR A B . RIS S i I SR R R BB R M R R R A
BEE WAV , SR AT T A R T HRNY. , S — Al ok ] 15 R0 RS i A0 1), 2 X YRR P B SR R X
IRMA” (Newmark ,2006:59) , S ANE A & i 5 A4 Z LTI BT AT 17

. ST

5.0 &5

BB RAS ) R SR T IR, e R IRAEE HH 1R 5 P AGETETE LB TSR0 45
R AR E LR DO R S MR, BAT TR B 2 B & DURRHE A Tk
FK 7 BRI, 105 S ALl A PP AR S 77 AR KRR B 19 T A« i i S A
BB LR, B Newmark (1981:7) FF &, “ #E2 — T T —FMik 5 Ay B
HRERL S —MIE SR HFEFEEN IR, SR ENFAR W KRR BB X BEA 1
FARGE B ACE IS PR B A TR B, 52 R 2R AU T 5 ] 22 5 A 2 WA
R o DUR R T Ak , RERRIB UL 38 A9 TS B U, IR A B, B
SEABEAALTCRE o 3 KOPIRR S P B A T i TR R, B DU A A MR A B B e & 12
LB A R 0y BT B SCRRIR RS B 2 2 5 U Y XU A 88 O80T,
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2005 ) , A ARG I8 R B GE o AR TE SRS E N . — AR A NE
T TR IR R A8 A 2 M, L R T e 5 PRV 0 JFG 20 A TR OR R B SCAE R 5 B SRR
S o AT R B AR i UL R S BT AR R 2 Ay AR B o o 8 BIAR g R
FRAESCA R P R I A A — I MR

R

O A LB M) R T Ak B ERBEXBAEA S, I Kelly #vJ. K. Mao #. (B ) ( Fortress
Besieged) , AR 5 g A 2003 58,

@ X)) I 3k A IERENBA H4. ] Jimmerson #F. (%) (Mr. Ma & Son: A
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