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Oral Narration and the Formation of Writing( Yu) and Speaking (Shuo) Style
in Pre—Qin Period
Wet Wei

Abstract : The formation of some styles in Pre=Qin period is closely related to language activities and is the product of oral narra-
tion. Yu style, for the purpose of moral education, is closely connected with the telling of storytellers, by tracing the history of the for-
mer kings to inherit the ruling ideology. The narrative Yu is the combination of words and events, not only records the speech dialogue
among the characters, but also the development process of historical events. In order to construct the plot, the storytellers always con-
duct imagination according to reason and their own life experiences, and add lots of fictional content, to attract the audience. Through
the analysis of the two aspects of style of telling and repeated stories, the conclusion that the style Shuo is originated from the story pas-
sed from mouth to mouth can be drawn.. With the change of social function and the popularization of writing, Yu and Shuo have devel-
oped in different directions after the Han Dynasty.

Key words: Pre—Qin period; oral narration; Yu; Shuo
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