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Investigation on grammaticalization of a speech verb ‘shuo’
YU Wei, YAO Shuang-yun

(Language and Language Education Research Center, Huazhong
Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract: This paper employs a study to shuo in modern Chinese. Shuo has 8 senses representing 3 different fields and
possesses some pragmatic functions, such as quotative, quotation, evidential, and subordinator, and serves as a dis-
course marker. The comparison reveals resemblances and differences between modern Chinese and other languages.
The basic evolvement of shuo is to grammaticalize from reference of concreteness to of abstraction with various develop-
ments. The agents contributing to grammaticalization include high frequency, semantic bleaching, reanalysis, and met-
onymic mechanisms along with subjectification and intersubjectification. The study on the grammaticalization of shuo is
a valuable reference in typological perspective since the word’s developing trend confirms the universality of grammati-
calization.

Key words: shuo, language comparison, grammaticalized routes, agents and mechanism



