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The Historical Evolution of the Textual Pattern of Noun Arrangement
WU Liquan
(Institute of Chinese Language and Literature, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433)
Abstract : Noun arrangement is both a very special language phenomenon and a rhetoric phenomenon in the
Chinese language. It originated in Book of Poeiry in the pre-Qin period, the text construction of the master-
piece could be found in the creations of later poems, Fu, Ci, Qu, fiction and prose. It experienced not only
constant creations and changes in the structural form, but also its historical evolution in the textual pattern.
The text-initial pattern appeared in the poems in the pre-Qin period, the text-medial pattern was created by the
poets in the Han dynasty, and could also be found in Han Fu, while the text-final pattern was pioneered by
the poets in the Wei, Jin and Northern and Southern dynasties, and the complete pattern was produced by the
poets in the Yuan dynasty. The emergence of those different patterns were in essence a type of rhetoric acts,

which meant the rhetoric efforts that the text creators made for aesthetic pursuit.

Key words : noun arrangement; text; context; layout mode; aesthetics
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