(GFFFIRIR R (B FAL 2R 2018 4F 1 J
Journal of Qigihar University ( Phi& Soc Sci) Jan. , 2018

TEESMRPELRESEREHNXE

(RIS S

(B KFLEFE T AZH 066004)

W EAEBLHAP,BEEFBLEAMHRRES - F2FHBE R SRS FALRRE, ALdid
Gl A g AR TER . AR, REEMIREABRRRS ARG EFHEE, AN Eegd s 1
RBEEFZEOHOEALBRR F = AERT AR AT LA D B, RAF o HF AL E TEA S

FoiE M B 5,
K@ B EIEEEN L EEL,; EA
RE 45K S . HI143. 3 ERFRIRAD ;A

X EHS:1008-2638(2018)01-0129-04

On the Relationship between Focus and Information Structure in Language Research
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Abstract : Focus and information structure are very important in grammar study, but they are always be put together which make

other things confused. This paper comes to the following conclusion through citation, comparison and analysis: first, information struc-

ture is not be divided into given and new roughly, but is a dynamic process; second, there is no direct relationship between focus and

the new and old information; third, the feature of focus is comparison and highlight,so there is no need to divide focus into normal fo-

cus, comparative focus and topic focus.
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Although the topic — comment distinction often coincides
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with the opposition between given and new information, it is im-
portant not to confuse them. The given—new distinction depends
on the point of view of the listener, whereas the topic—comment

distinction relates to that of the speaker. The given element is
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that which the speaker presents as already being known to the
listener , while the topic element is the one the speaker decides to
take as the starting point. So,given information is not always the
topic.
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