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A Constructional Approach to Metaphorical Negations

WEI Zai-jiang
(Faculty of English Language and Culture, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies,
Guangzhou, Guangdong, 510420, PRC)

[Abstract] In Chinese there is a kind of special pragmatic negation—metaphorical negation, which
presupposes the negation of people’s natural stereotypical understanding and redefines the object with the
people’s subjective construal in order to realize the thinking jump from the objectivity to subjectivity.
Therefore, metaphorical negation is a kind of construction which has the characteristics of the form-
meaning pair, prominence and embodiment. As the result of the metaphorical basis, metaphorical
negation has the strong pragmatic effects such as the subjective cognition, jump thinking and contrastive
recursive meaning, etc. , and also provides a cognitive channel for human being’s thinking diversity.
[Key words] metaphorical negation; construction grammar; pragmatic effects
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