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“Jiaomo” in Huangxiao Dialects
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Abstract The word “jiaomo” ( ™ 3 ) in Huangxiao dialect, expressing the meaning of concession can
also be found in surrounding Southwestern Mandarin and dialects of the decedents of immigrants in northwest-
ern Hubei and southern Shaanxi provinces. This combination originates from an abbreviation of a rhetorical
question and subsequently develops into a verb or conjunction. Traces of four evolutionary stages of “jiaomo”
from a rhetorical question to a concession conjunction can be detected in Tuangfeng sub-dialect of Huangxiao.
The evolution of “jiaomo” , dating back over 400 years, displays geographical variations in process, and the
paths of ils grammaticalization and lexicalization exhibit distinguishing features.

Keywords Huangxiao Dialects; “jiaomo” ; grammaticalization ; lexicalization; geographical distribution
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