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A study on Jinzhou Dialect pronunciation in the perspective of language variation

Gao Yujuan

(School of Foreign Languages, Liaoning Normal University, Dalian 116029, China)

Abstract: By employing language variation theory as well as its research methods in social linguistics,
this study not only investigates the use of Putonghua variant and local variant of the six sound variables pe-
culiar to Jinzhou dialect, but also probes into the social factors associated with the variations of them. On
the basis of this, the paper finally analyzes the causes resulting in the sound variations, The study shows
that variations have already occurred to the six sounds mostly characterizing the local accents due to the
strong impact of Putonghua. The variation is closely associated with the social factors of age, occupation
and education received. It turns out that the local pronunciation of the six variables is less and less used
while Putonghua pronunciation is becoming more and more selected. The tendency of getting closer to
standard Chinese is easily seen. In addition to the diffusion and spread of Putonghua, the local people’s
language attitude is also responsible for the change.

Key words:Jinzhou dialect; sociolinguistics; language variation; variables; variants
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