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Study on the stylistic features of degree adverbs in modern oral Japanese

Zhao Hong
(School of Japanese Language, Dalian University of Foreign languages, Dalian 116044, China)

Abstract; As a ring of Japanese adverbs of degree history study, this paper made a research on the usa-
ges of degree words meaning “high degree” in modern times, based on three shorthand files—rakugo (tra-
ditional comic storytelling) , speech, shidankaiChistory research meetings)—which can reflect the real situ-

ation of people’ s oral Japanese at that time. The findings showed that “taiso”, “taihen ni”, “okini”,

3 &

“taihen”,“ookini” and “hanahada”, all mean ¢

‘very”, which were frequently used in oral Japanese at that

time. “Taiso”,“taithen ni”,“ookini” and “taihen” were not restricted in graphetics and used in casual occa-

sions during daily life in a wide range. “Ooini” and “hanahada” were often used by lords and intellectuals

when delivering a speech in formal occasions; “hidoku”, “osorosiku”, “iyani”, “bakani”, “unto”, “berabou-

ni” and “eraku” (all mean “very” )were presumed to be used in casual occasions while “ikanaru”, “hijyo-

3 &

ni”, “kyokutan ni”, “gokugoku”, “zenzen”, “taisou ni” and “kiwamete” (all mean “

very” ) in formal occa-
sions. This paper clarified the stylistic features of modern oral Japanese adverbs of degree at some extent.

Key words: shorthand files; modern Japanese; oral Japanese; adverbs of degree; stylistic features
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