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A Revisit of the Origin of the Chinese Adverb Zhongyu(4-F)

ZHU Fu-mei' and MA Bei-jia®

(1. School of Humanities, Southwest Jiaotong University, Chengdu Sichuan 611756, China; 2. School of
Humanities, Wenzhou University, Wenzhou Zhejiang 325035, China)

Abstract: The Chinese Adverb Zhongyu(#4-F) first emerged in the Eastern Han Dynasty, and acquired its
present meaning and shape in the Wei, Jin and the Southern and Northern Dynasties (#2-% & 4t #). The
concretization of Zhongyu(# ) can be ascertained from three aspects: 1) In the construction of “#&+-F
+VP”, the topic features “noncompleteness” in semantic meaning; 2) The part of VP is the sentence focus, and
the time of the “results of the event” for comparison is when VP happened; 3) The latter secondary clause in the
complex sentence indicates the results of life or career withina certain period of time. Syntactic

position, evolution of semantic meaning and the dual tones of Chinese words paved way for the trans-layer
evolution.
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