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Iconic Structures Implied in the Bi-syllables: In the Case of New
Words in the Northern and Southern Dynasties

CHEN Hui
(School of Chinese Literature, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: Due to the limitation of the number of syllables, the bi-syllabic structures generally imply some
meanings that can not be displayed in their forms. The iconic structures, i.c., “f...... —#¥ (xiang...yi yang,
like/as)”, is an important type of the implied meanings. According to different positions and functions of the
metaphorical objects, the iconic structures fall into three types: whole iconic structures, pre- metaphorical
iconic structures and post- metaphorical structures, which have their own features in the meaning of the
words. In the Northern and Southern Dynasties, as the syntactic forms changed and evolved, the metaphori-
cal object’ s adverbial modifiers hidden in the pre-metaphorical iconic structures began to decline. By con-
trast, with the booming of Buddhism, the semantic structures implying the whole iconic structures and post-
metaphorical structures had a full development, and the post-metaphorical structures graduated into powerful
structures through construction coercion.

Keywords: bi-syllable; meaning of a word; implication; iconic structure; the Northern and Southern
Dynasties
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