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The Evolution of American Comparative Literature from
the Perspective of Linguistics

ZHOU Xiao-li
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: Since the mid-20th century, the center of Comparative Literature has moved from France to the
U.S., which is still leading the world trend of Comparative Literature. In the evolution of Comparative Litera-
ture in the U.S., the change of language view has been the inner driving force for the shift of research
objects, boundaries and methods. It caused the crisis of Comparative Literature, brought the opportunity for
its development, and ultimately propelled this discipline to relocate itself constantly.

Keywords: U.S.; Comparative Literature; language view; intrinsic study; cultural study; rhetoric
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