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Word Frequency Effects on Recognition Memory: Research Status and Trends
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Abstract: The effects of word frequency on language using and acquisition have always been a hot topic in the vocabulary

study. Abroad studies of word frequency affecting recognition memory started from 1960s, while domestic research in the

field appeared in 1990s. The author has investigated the relevant literature of this field during the last two decades. Based

on the empirical studies of this area, the literature is classified into four categories which are language selection, the object

of study, research methodology, and participants. All the categories are discussed and summarized respectively. At the

end, the author points out the existing problems and the predicting trends in this field.
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