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A Study of Representation and Reconstruction
of Cultural Identity in Translation

DING Ru-wei
( College of Arts and Sciences, Shanxi Agricultural University, Taigu 030801, China)

Abstract: With the emergence of “Cultural Turn” in the translation field, the issue of translation and identity comes inio re-
searchers’ sight. Cultural identity plays an important role in the trans — lingual communication. And the exertion of translator’
subjectivity will represent or reconstruct cultural identity. This paper discusses factors that influence cultural identity construction
through several examples. It summarizes three main factors that affect the representation of foreign cultural identity: the transla-
tor’s cultural attitude, the nation’s cultural position/status and translation strategy. There are three main factors that impact the
narration of foreign cultural identity as well, including the orientation of translator’s cultural value, the native mainsiream ideolo-
gy and translation strategy. The paper further expounds, with several examples, the phenomenon of hybridity of cultural identity
representation and reconstruction in translation and its realistic basis and significance. It can be safely concluded that if the bal-
ance of representation and reconstruction of cultural identity can be achieved in the translated works, the translation will not only
attract more foreign readers, but also convey the native cultural identity to them.

Key words: translation; cultural identity; representation and reconstruction
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