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On Social and Cultural Reasons for Development of the Rhetoric of Huiwen

ZONG Tinghu & LI Jinling
(Dept. , of Chinese Language and Literature, Fudan University, 200433, Shanghai)

Abstract ; Huiwen , or bi — directional sentences and phrases, is a unique form of rhetoric in Chinese.
It is “a form of rhetoric focusing on the beauty of bi — directional and continuous sentences and phrases, ”
according to Prof. Chen Wangdao in Origins of Rhetoric. This form of rhetoric can be classified into the
broad - sense one and the narrow — sense one and the present paper is largely devoted to the latter, or the
form where a sentence or phrase makes sense read in both directions. From the perspective of aesthetic, it
is closely associated with our social aesthetic culture. Its emergence and early development can trace back
to the 3rd and 4th centuries when the aesthetic culture began its transformation and literary styles of novelty
was earnestly preferred. In the later centuries new styles and reading methods appeared, giving momentum
to further development of this form of rhetoric in addition to knowledge and evaluation of people on its beau-
ty.

Key words : huiwen rhetoric; aesthetic development; social and cultural reason

EEHHR | 065



