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Is Semantic Minimalism Minimal Enough:
New Development of Insensitive Semantics

Liu Limin, Fu Shunhua

Abstract: Against the predominant tendency of contextualism in meaning studies, H. Cappelen and E.
Lepore have proposed the insensitive semantics, or semantic minimalism, claiming that an uttered sentence
has a minimal semantic content that is independent of contextual factors. Later, E. Borg and G. Preyer have
raised the question of how minimalism can be minimal enough and pushed the minimalist effort still further,
attempting to prove that sentence meaning is determined by its syntactic structure and its component words’
meanings, while intention and situation etc have no contribution in this respect. To establish this point, they
have newly advocated a rigorous distinction of intentional behavior and semantic content, adhered more strictly
to propositionalism and proposed to set up a conceptual model for indexical term type.

Key words: semantic minimalism, insensitive semantics, semantic content, speech act
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