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A Cultural Approach to Retranslation of Chinese Scenic Spots: A Case Study of Shaoguan
NING Jiyuan
(School of Foreign Languages, Shaoguan University, Shaoguan, Guangdong 512005, China)

Abstract: The cultural view on translation is focused on its guiding and assessment of the translation
practice from the perspective of culture, and holds the view that translation in essence is an activity of
translators reproducing the original culture. The present paper aims to apply the view to analyze Chinese
scenic spots’ translation, combined with the typical examples in Shaoguan. It has been found that their ex-
isting English translations are filled with such problems as the translator's misunderstandings and improper
uses of words and translation methods. Besides, it is suggested that when retranslating the spots, the
strategy of foreignization being the dominant and domestication the secondary should be employed with a
comprehensive use of such methods as addition, omission, literal translation, free translation and translit-
eration in order to better reproduce the long historical Chinese culture.

Key words: cultural view on translation; scenic spots; retranslation; Shaoguan

(RIRE - HRE FHERMN:F R)

75



