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Comparison with Aspect Auxiliary of dai and dao in Shangcheng Dialect and Neighboring Dialects
GAQ Shun-quan!, YANG Yong-long®
(1. International Cultural Exchange School, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China;
2. Institute of Linguistics y Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: Shangcheng County is located in the junction of Hubei, Henan and Anhui provinces, with a series of transitional

characteristics between middle Mandarin and Mandarin of Jianghuai. The aspect auxiliary ‘dai” is used at the end of sentence,

showing the action and the continuation of state, which is much closer to “zai” in Huangxiao area of Jianghuai dialect instead of

“li” in middle Mandarin. The aspect auxiliry “dao” is used behind verbs with “dai” or the adverb “zai” to show the lasting of

state, which is similar to dao in Huangxiao area. Comparing with surrounding dialects, it shows that the end aspect markers in

those counties in the northern slope of Dabie Mountain belong to the transitional zone of “li” pattern and “zai” pattern, but

Shangcheng county is excluded from the expansion region of “li” pattern of middie Mandarin for its special location.
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