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A PHILOSOPHY OF MIND APPROACH TO THE RHETORICAL
EXPRESSIONS DERIVED FROM GENERIC SENTENCES

ZHAO Wenhui
(1. School of Information Engineering, Fuyang Normal University, Fuyang 236037, China)

Abstract: Generic sentences are sentences people use to give a simple, intuitive and objective description of
the external world in terms of " Class”. In the long process of language evolution, the concepts represented by
generic sentences have been internalized to be the defaulted knowledge in peoples minds, which plays an im-
portant role in the process of language development. In Chinese, some rhetorical expressions supported by cor-
responding generic sentences can be accepted by people. From the perspective of philosophy of mind, the sha-
ping of the rhetorical expressions can be divided into pre-language thinking stage and language thinking stage.
Out of the demand of economy and novelty of language, in the pre-language thinking stage, people construct
their embodied experience, and make some association, imagination and Gestalt psychological activities based
on the re-collective memory in their minds. In this process, the primary consciousness turns into the reflective
consciousness , then becomes the content thinking after building up a semantic system based on identity. In the
language thinking stage, the shape of a sentence representation comes into being after people conceptualize the
concept with a series of tactics.

Key Words:; rhetorical expression; generic sentence; philosophy of mind; pre-language thinking; language

thinking



