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The construction of female discourse right
GUO Mengcheng

Abstract: The Man Who Loved Children is one of Christina Stead’s most classical novels. The novel
successfully portrays two representative women who are not afraid to fight against their miserable fates. For a
long time, the academic community tends to exam this work from the point view of ethics, postcolonialism
and feminism. The commentaries from the feminist perspective also mainly focused on the construction of
patriarchy, with little reference to the construction of female discourse. So based on Michel Foucault’s theory
of power discourse, this thesis makes a comparative analysis of Henny’s voicelessness and Louisa’s voice
under Sam’s "ideal kingdom"cage, which aims to prove that only by creating their own unique language can
women have the possibility to get rid of the male discourse hegemony, construct self image and make out

free voice, hoping to inspire women in modern society who face the same situation.

Key words: female discourse right; power discourse; voicelessness; voice
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