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An Empirical Case Study of Children’ s Perception
and Production of Stop Consonants

HU Jian, CHEN Xuan-da, WU Qing-yu
(School of Foreign Studies, Anhui University, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract: The study takes 60 children speaking Wu dialect(in part of southeast China) and standard
Chinese respectively as subjects, whose perception and production of stop consonants are tested in an
attempt to figure out their ability to distinguish these consonants so as to find out what the relation is
between their perception and production. It reveals that the two groups of children are not distinct in
the capacity of stop acquisition, although the first group did better in the test concerning voiced stops.
It is also found that children can internalize category knowledge spontaneously to promote their stop

acquisition in 12 learning. The results are of great significance for explaining the stop acquisition
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mechanism of children as well as teaching stop consonants in primary stage.

Key words: dialectal experience; acquisition of stop consonants; perception and production
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