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The Discourse Function of Conceptual Metaphor: A Case Study of Araby

XIE Xiao-hua

(Department of Foreign Languages and Literature, Minnan Normal University, Zhangzhou 363000, Fujian)

Abstract: With the exploration in cognitive linguistics, the study of conceptual metaphor focuses on both its functions of

semantic level, syntactic structure and that of the whole discourse. The conceptual metaphor is of conceptuality, cognitivity,

interactivity and systematicity. As a result of analogical transfer, conceptual metaphor contributes to the coherence of the discourse

both in semantic and structural aspects through the interaction between source domain and target domain. With the comprehensive

application of the study in metaphor and discourse in Araby, this paper aims to analyze how the metaphor organizes the discourse to

comprehend its theme and enhance the ability to appreciate the article.

Key words: conceptual metaphor; discourse function; Araby
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