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Cognitive linguistics,

On the Interface between Metaphor and Metonymy of Emotional
Expressions in A Dream of Red Mansions

ZHAO Xin-xin
(College of Foreign Languages, Guangxi University, Nanning 530004, Guangxi)

Abstract: As one of the fundamental means of human embodiment, emotional expression is a reflection of their
conceptualization to the world, within which abundant cognitive mechanisms are involved. This paper, on the basis of metaphor,
metonymy and metaphtonymy, explores the construal mechanisms behind the language of emotional expression in 4 Dream of Red
Mansions. 1t contends that in comparison with metonymy construal, the language of emotional expressions in 4 Dream of Red
Mansions is much related to complex construal mechanisms such as metaphor and metaphtonymy. Specifically, the types of
metaphor covers structural metaphor, ontological metaphor and orientational metaphor. In contrast, the type of metonymy is confined
to part for the whole thing configuration, but it has various representation ways such as facial features, physical reaction, the change
of Cardiac organs and other form of expression. Additionally, there are two types of metaphtonymy, i.e. metaphor from metonymy
and metaphor within metonymy. To some measure, an investigation to the interface between metaphor and metonymy of emotional
expressions from the perspective of cognition can shed light on a comprehensive understanding of the cognitive thinking of human
emotion.

Key words: emotional expressions; metaphtonymy; 4 Dream in Red Mansions; cognitive construal
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