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A Brief Discussion of the Rhetical Attribution of the Pattern “What I Eat Is not

Noodles, but Loneliness”

LI Fu-hua
(International College of Chinese Studies, Fujian Normal Univercity, Fuzhou 350007, Fujian)

Abstract: In the prototypical grammar pattern “X is NOT A, but B”, the front and back clauses are linked together by a
semantic relationship, which is coordinative relations or adversative relations, A and B belong to same semantic category, and the two
lexical terms are coherent. In some evolved “X is NOT A, but B” sentences, “NOT” in the front clause is pseudo-denial to emphasis
what the speaker said is a fact, then concluded the speaker’s true meaning. “What I eat is not noodles, but loneliness” is one of the
methods of expressing pseudo-denial evolved from prototypical grammar pattern “X is not A, but B”. The academic circles have
been arguing about the rhetorical attribution of this kind of sentences. Because there exist a close semantic relevance of the front and
back clauses and a psychological foundation based on the association of causality, and word terms A, B and the same verb constitute
normal and abnormal semantic collocations, it is more appropriate to attribute the figures of speech of this kind of sentence “X is
NOT A, but B ” to nianlian (f43%).

Key words: X is NOT A but B, pseudo-denial, nianlian ($453%)
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