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The Syntax of Auxiliary Verbs in Chinese:
A Typological Approach
Abstract: The syntax of auxiliary verbs and
their relationship with following VPs have been
controversial in Chinese linguistics for a long
time. This situation confuses teachers in Chinese
language teaching. By investigating 54 minority
languages in China and many others, this paper
argues that the “Aux + VP” construction is actually
the same as “verb + object”. Furthermore, the
function of this construction is in depth discussed.
Many problems in Chinese linguistics can be

resolved via a linguistic typological view.
Keywords: auxiliary verbs; linguistic typology;
minority language; VO relationship; linguistic

commonality
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