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Syntactic Functions of Typical Demonstrative Pronouns of Single Syllables
TIAN Yu-he
(School of Liberal Arts, Nantong University, Nantong 226019, China)

Abstract: Descriptions and discussions about the syntactic distributions of typical demonstrative pronouns of single
syllables have not been supported by large corpus, even in classic grammatical works like Modern Chinese Grammar and
Grammar Notes. This paper analyzes the frequencies and syntactic distributions of “zhe” and “na” based on large corpora,
rectifies academic views of previous scholars, and explains the syntactic nonsymmetry according to prototype theory. In
written corpus of modern Chinese, there is no possibility for the overlapping of “zhe” and “na” in syntax, and the over-

« ”

lapping of “zhe ge” and “na ge” is not applicable to “zhe” and “na”. The transition of “zhe” and “na” from substitute
function to demonstrative function and function words accords with prototype theory. It is of great significance to recognize
the syntactic functions of typical demonstrative pronouns of single syllables in the framework of prototype theory.

Key words: prototype theory; typical demonstrative pronouns of single syllables; syntactic functions; grammaticalization
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