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A Corpus-Based Study of Semantic Extension of

the Single-Character Chinese Word “ci”
CHEN Xianglan GAO Zhuhao

Abstract; Based on the corpus study of the single-character Chinese word “cf”, we found that most items of its semantic -

extension are founded on metonymy. The “part for whole” metonymic model accounts for most of the extension. Semantic i-

tems generated from this model far exceed those generated from the “whole for part” and “part for part” metonymic models

in terms of use frequency and conventionalization.
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