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A Syntactic Account of English Swiping Constructions
HAN Jingquan WANG Chengdong
Abstract ; This article proposes a cartographic approach to English swiping constructions, arguing that CP can be split into
Force Phrase, Focus Phrase and Finiteness Phrase, each of which probes independently and simultaneously in its c-
commanding domain, that is, the head feature of Force Phrase attracts a copy of the wh-word to its specifier position, the
head feature of Focus Phrase attracts a copy of the preposition to its specifier position and the head feature of Finiteness

Phrase atiracts a copy of the auxiliary to its head. Finally, at the PF, the Finiteness Phrase is sluiced and a well-formed
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swiping sentence is thus derived.

Key words:swiping; movement; sluicing

BN —HURBRIESTRENAXE
B — MR, FEFRATFHERX EWR%RE, &
REAEFETEA,BEEATZENELAR, &
B ARG, nfl(1b) , 5&RAE M, Wl (1a),
FUMR, HEMAENREAME, IR 2iE
P BE ) iR ZE R WD b B BUAE iAo iB 2 R

(1) a. John wrote a book, but I don’t know
about what.

b. John wrote a book, but I don’t know what
about.

TEfI(1a) W, % BE MR Y A1 181 H (PP) i F
WETRARMRENE , KRN RAEEE B EH
EEMER . MAERG(1b) o, SR ELHT EE
BIFAA, AR Z 5 W A 7E PR R TE R & R

W 4 BE SGE F I BIF AT R T Ross (1969) . )5,
REMTIETRELIET ¥FF (I Kim, 1997;
Richards, 2001 ; Merchant, 2002 ; Hasegawa, 2006;
Hartman & Ai, 2009; van Craenenbroeck, 2010;
Radford & Iwasaki,2015 %) BUBFST 048, RFE A
ROHEIBRATE : SRl E M W M S ALE B AL

S AR RSV ERE R . B
B, AR T &M AR, (HRBR N ERE —
BRI T X EEIE S HE, ACAHA
35 (Rizzi , 1997 ; Radford ,2009 ) B F B XT3 15 fiH 4
4 BE S5 F 0 ) 2 AR BRI BRI, I iR g
Bk R R — NS BRI R

I ZRETRIE R

HRTW SR MW A IR SRR EEA
=R B AL M S L BUIR BT S A R
RESRALI T, BT B SR M
B RESSHHIR R R AR B T MR, (B EN#HF
FEADEEE, T EEENEX LR EA L
ik, 8 R
L1 #4541k

MR OIER AL T, B & BER AR PP
ISR N AR CP WinE M B, SERIFEMN
i RIE BB MBI A ORI E, FER P
JFLETANRZAT. 75 PF 2, Ea kx TP #4]
FRRAE AT A PR 5 4 BO B 1P B BE 45 F9 . Merchant
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(2002) 55 T SEiB A & RS BORAAE - A e

TRIRE A% B 7E BRI A s A5 M v, B I A 20 TS BE 5

H BRAE B A 4 W A A TR RE A B RSB AT

5 A iR B AL, 1T ) 1R U B A B A e

CERTEEAA AR ERME . KL(1b) A6, PP about
(2)

PP
PT Tor
Q P Q
what; + about t;

1. 1.1 HUL B S A ik B DL

PLEatr BA R LR 56—, RE i
Hr 2 R Ben)iR e 4% b IR AE B 4 B S5 Al b
BEEIAHANAGE, SEREVE MR EFRAN P.OE,
B R—A /MR, BRI TES 5 R S5 PR AF R )
FIRTIE T R B R DB E , & A B A
F,u(3) . MR, gEREEE - R KREH, A
BEFE AN — M RBEBA RN FEROEME, At
B R EHREREN, & BN S A+, il (4a) .
BE (5] 7] 20 B9 o O TR AL R BB SRS 467 B 18] b0 i
P&, B R AR ) B8 L 25 3 B 72 41 32 & 1 (Left
Branch Condition) ( Ross,1969) , 45 (4b) .

(3)John wrote a book, but I don’t know what
about.

(4) a. John wrote a book, but I don’t know
which book about.

b. John wrote a book, but I don’t knowwhich
about book.

B REB R BE AT AB 18 on earth F the
hell g8 % tH B 76 B 47 45 B ), T exactly A1 for
example M ANBE, KA RTE REmH.01E, 5 & K
BRI . X E R AF(5a) . (S5b) &4&, i #l
(6a) .(6b) NEHE .

(5) a. John wrote a book, but T don’t know
what the hell about.

b. Which bus exactly did they take?

(6)a. *John wrote a book, but I don’t know
what exactly about.

b. #Which exactly bus did they take?

112 U iERB AL A 2

AT EE A A =5k

B — , TCBARRE A 4 BE (0] 3R] AT 41 18] 2 [7] BE 4
WHAFAM S, AN, 72 PF 2T, TP #%

84

what B4 W AE TP John wrote a book about what
W, R EBA B bR EIEOE 7 PF 2, TP $G5
F B, BE1811R] whar A T8) #0215 A B A6 47 31
LR B, R LR T A, A B
(2) BRI A Mg 254 -

\\\C,
T

ol TP

John wrote a book tep

EEMBRZ G, BENIELE W LB RS AL R B ) 18]
ODEME, M — N E R PO, E ZEA L
VFFE A AT 4T . SR, FAT 58 40T LIFE TR
H Z A A HA S 57 o

(7)Ivy told me that Ivan was talking, but I can’
t remember who she said to.

(8)Ivy told me that Ivan was talking, but for the
life of me I can’ t remember who I thought she said to.

B, BRI W & £ HE A A) (multiple -
Sluicing ) F P A BE G5 H H , AT 4 R i —4 PP
B, T H AR5 —4H PP

(9)1 know John was talking with somebody about

something,

a. ...but I don’ t know [ who with] [ about
what ].

b. *...but I don’t know [ with who ] [ what
about ] .

c. #...but T don’ t know [ what with ] [ who
about ].

d. *...but I don’ t know [ who with | [ what
about].

e. *...but T don’t know [ who what | [ with
about ].

5=, KRR MW A R A5 A S e W
( preposition stranding) 2Z [8] f{ 56 £

(10)a. What did you do that for?

b. #For what did you do that?

B(10a) B, PP for whar HE IR EA 4 T
why , {H 742 2 41 17) for ¥ B3 7F JF Ao 1] BE [8) 5] what
BMHAL 2 [ spec, CP],MAERI(10b) H, i1 T4 is]
for [f] %€ ) 17) what — AL 2 [ spec, CP], S 2 7]
TFAEA why B9I5 SO, TR IRAR TR RO A,
FEE AR 4 B 5 A LR A BB why BYTR SU#
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B, B R A8 for B W B 7L DAL, T & [n) € [ 17
what —2# %[ spec, CP]., HHFEHIE, &
MIFUUREAR why BIIE L.

{11)He did it, but I don’t know what for.
1.2 5 BBy i

Hartman & Ai(2009) A%, M8 BE 454 2 PP
T3 £ A (focus movement ) 4 A ), CP B] L4
415 4 18 20 ( Force Phrase / ForceP ) 148 & 4H
(Focus Phrase / FocP) , ForceP i F FocP ZZ I, PP

(13> ForceP
WhO‘,

—

56 1 3 [ Spec, FocP], 5E [A) ia] B B2 04 %5 £ 3]
[ Spec, ForceP],

(12) John went to the prom, but I don’t know
who with.

) (12) i, PP with who JE i 4= B 7E TP John
went to the prom with who W, X 5 — i % {1 3
[ Spec, FocP ], %E ] i8] who T . #2 fif 2 [ Spec,
ForceP | ,7£ PF J2TH , TP John went to the prom ¢, %
TR, 2 B (13) BA)F454 .

Force
FocP
e T e
PP Foc’
P 5l
AL
with t; John went to the prom tep

vanCraenenbroeck (2010) F5K# CP 4334 CP,
M CP,,CP, i F CP,Z | ,CP, 5H FESHSTA
*,CP, 54 R AU A %o

(14)a. Ed wrote a book.

b. What about?

(14 ) 1) PP about what 7 TP Ed wrote a

(15) cp,
What,

book about what WIRL A Y, TP 5 CP,& 3, CP, )
AL E W S| PP about what £ 457 3 [ Spec, CP, ],
CP, {5 CP,&3F,CP .08 KT S H]iR] what £8
ﬁZ@J[Spec, CPJ ,BJ5,7E PF 2, TP Ed wrote a
book ¢, WEE IR, A RAI(15) #0450

Radford & Iwasaki(2015) 1A%, CP 0] L4334 %
ES IR , AL BB E 4 (Finiteness Phrase /
FinP) , FinP #1\ 5 & 15 B (phase) , B 4 & FF
fiE, BRI 5 | AT TP PN A2 3 BB [R1TA] B PP R4 2]
BHIPREIEM B, FocP By .LIBRSIMABAF
[ Spec, FocP] ,ForceP B H .05 IR 5 | 5 8] 17 £ fi 2
[Spec, ForceP], B /5, 7E PF J2H , Bl Wy Ak #;
YEMIBR FinP B €& B4 o
1.2.1 5y B BUr i i i AL 3

RS TET

B BB AR B ERFE, X
EHEAN WA TESAHERRNESEXAWH
2 {7 B (van Craenenbroeck , 2010 ; Hartman & Ai,
2009 ; Radford & Iwasaki,2015),

B RBBEBAIN ATERY N AEERE,
EAB AW B =184 L T [ Spec, CP, | &
[ Spec, ForceP] #) QP what/who , i F [ Spec, CP, ]

CP,
PP T cCP,
Cy TP
S S — —L——L"A
about t; Ed wrote a book tpe
4 I

& [ Spec, FocP ]y QP what/who Lk JefiiF TP
#) PP about what/with who, B T3X =/ EHR —
B, AFER T B — B0 &4 (Chomsky, 1995) ,
SR, A WA R RAEAE TP &3 M 84 [R] B+ o A
& T 1E4% PP about what/with who , T £) FE~F
TiBHE—BE &M,

5=, BBUE IR R AT 4 BB 0] 1R] 4 AN RE M BL7E BT
WA, Hartman & Ai(2009) Ay, M4
BE 4 A B B [RLR A B R ) 7 R B R AT1E,
M EE B R A F A GE BB R BT TE, &
W] A1) 51 6 1 3K 45 15 8. £& & (information focus ) 4§
fiE. MR, SRR AE SR AP B 3B MR e fT
o BT, BRNAA AR AT RN H A BN
i1, van Craenenbroeck (2010) 1Ay, 57} 8 20 )5
{4 BFE( Spec, CP, ] , AR ZHF , ZZET
FEME A R E, FA 1 — N TP R
[Spec, CP, |, I THRIEEXILTETHRAER
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AR AL A TR B 40 A 1537 B ( Chomsky ,2001 ) , iX 5t
SEERHALEBARZERF, HA4F R
B
1.2.2 Sy BARBUM LA B

H— B4 —BER 8, Chomsky(1995)%5H,
EH - RGEZBERZE (LF) 8/EM, van
Craenenbroeck (2010) MIA %, 1E44 — B 4L
£ LF B mEER, Retdfe PF2EEEH.
BRSSP B AR R RGESTE FP 2 HE
B A — B R4S, i PF RIAAR 6 ROEHE— 3
W& HEFET LF 2EMA—BEEEDR
S OB — B

H Bela iR A4y W B AL R B, Hartman & Ai
(2009) #1 van Craenenbroeck (2010 ) &S1A A4 PP A

TP NHALEN[ Spec, FocP | ZJ5, LA iA#hETERY

EEin) iR REAE 4k 2242 v [ Spec, ForceP], Radford &
Iwasaki(2015) WAy , 60 & EE [R] iRl Y PP SEA% v B
[ Spec, FinP],/-ialF-#1%)[ Spec, FocP ], 5E[7]id]
#A7 2 [ Spec, ForceP|, {HjE FrMEURES 5% (Rizzi
& Shlonsky,2007 ) A fuiF & S BIARHIEALE B
TR BB AN B, Wi, CP RIEB, TG
B #8 ( Chomsky 2001 ; Radford,2009 ) 37 fe i1
BARSIE P A PR B

H= 4 AR #E B, /R Hartman & Ai
(2009 ) I van Craenenbroeck (2010 ) #51A & ForceP
55 FocP Z 8] A RE Tl A HABAE AT B 43, (H 352 5
31} 7w =g VO Y

(16) a. “Manchester United should definitely
sell Rooney. ” “Who, in your view, to?”

b. “My son was sent to jail. ” “ What, if you
don’ t mind me asking, for?”

c. I know medical help is available 24/7, but I’
m not surewhere, at this time of night, from.

FATAT LA (16 ) i3 A RS> S PER g,
B4R FocP b, THIH BUEE KA FocP , {H XA ) 2
VESAE I AR B R i B S, T SEBR b i S 4
AT EIARER KA B, B A F A
1.3 fl & ma B4 ok

B (0] 5] M A i) #b 2 i {7 & % AL B [ Spec,
ForceP] , #X J& 43 & 5 [F) 37 75 i B9 PP i@ g SM &
(extraposition) ) F) EE#RAER TP, ZE& PR -
TR, &S5, 7 PF 2 BB A kR
& TP,

(17) Lois was talking, but I don’t know who to.

a. [ cp who,[ 1p she was talking [, to t;] ] ] (%€
[ A% AL )

86

b. [ cp who, [ p she was talking t;] [pptot;];]
(MiAHINE)

c. [ ¢p who, [ 1p she was talking t;] [ to t;],]
(A4 iRl iR) 20 )

d. I:CP who, [ ¢ to t;1j1( Wy 4 BS54
1. 3.1 IR B AL Hrik B

H— R 4 Mt & re 554 5 Rl e
B B AR L T AR TEAR I Z AL

(18 ) Peter was talking, but

a. I don’ t know with whom/?7 who he was
talking. (AMAIFEER)

b. I don’t know who/7 whom with. ({75548 0%
sH)

c. I don’ t know who/? whom he was talking
with. (A )

161l (18a) H (1) 5% ] i) F 18] — &A% AL BHR A 53
]/ [ Spec, ForceP ], %€ (] ia] K ff F whom HYJE
=, MAEH (18b) F1(18¢) Hr, 5 [A] i8] W 2 K fi A
who KIER. LA #9657 R8, 6 (18b) Wit KAy
TAI¥H B , BE 0] 18] who BRI A 43 a) AR 1S
P& 1A with B B AE R A7, 2R S5 40 & BE 6] 1) 15 5
i) PP R AN E AR BRAERS Bl A S AT Ah LR
PR LA TRIR . BJa, 46 PF 20 E#E 9]
EARAEMER TP,

H = BeUs iR R AT 4 B 0] i8] 5 A i8] Z 6] fe il
HBAE A BT -

(19)a. Speaker A: Mary is talking.

b. Speaker B. Who do you think to?

] (19b) H, BE[6] 1A who 5 AT 1AI %N B 15 7 B
B EN R A S ] [ Spec, ForceP |, #4123 4]
f[ Spec, ForceP] , ¥ B8 7£ i Ao 8 41 1) 3d i A B 1Y
FIEBVERAL B A AL FELR MUY BT 4]
Ko BJ5,7E PF R b #E i) B A M R A
4341 TP, A= 1451 (20)

(20) [ ¢p Who, do [ 4 you think{ ., t; [ p Mary is
talking tj:l [ op to ti]j] 1]

1.3. 2 PRl Bk A 2

H— BMEFR 1 PP SbE ) B B AR 2 2 o] Fh
SR BRSNS , i SRANAE A T R RTE PF R W 905
BRI AT RS AL B X AR AL 3e ERA
BRpERY

H PPl A E I ) R AR A Bk A S
A ZAMER T A T 2 %14 (Ross, 1969 ) , [a) 45 5
BRSO RO IR R 5 gt .
5 PP &I B4 2 VP, #e/h) AT, PP R HESM &
FHBEAE VP L AR A RIS VP A
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Az, XA FEE TP £ PF R E#0E & M
KRB, PP 08 — i 9 M B, DA T 2B BRAS & 4 1Y
g

2 EXHMR

2382 [6] Radford FN Iwasaki (2015) A9 fiss, BP
e BB HIRESR T 4 CP 43R4 ForceP FocP
FinP =AM 8 s 5t . (BRRIME, & 30AN
LA b Ty 88 iR) 25 AT LA [R] e 2 L 43 4 ol ) Y R PN o
ksl R R AT TP WA RSB
HB% BMIA% AR, Bl ForceP i H.OiFE HoA 18 5E
[S)FFAE B TP Py A SEIRIE B 1 B E ir KB & ;
FocP B+ 01E BA £ RUAR1E, % TP WA &
AN RAREIEL B FinP g 0EE R P EE
BHHE , BALT TP .03 B B 3 18 & i B = A0
BB, BS, 7 PF BE R4 1A% R ERN R
FinP 2 HC R 40,38 0 BT A L0 , Ae T A% PR BRE e 41 ig
gk, LL(21) K.

(21)John wants to buy an iPhone 6 Plus, but I
don’ t know which store from?

PP from which store JEALAE LAE TP John wanis
to buy an iPhone 6 Plus from which store [N ,ForceP
ST B B 5] 43 41E R BE ) 3R] 2 which store & i 2] H
FR&RIENL R, FocP HH0E B A A FRIEKE /117 from
EHBIHARKIEBENLE , FinP F.OEAERASTHAR
ZETSFHE, R e AL F TP S0 15 B Bh 317 & )
BHEAOENMNE, 7 PF R, A WS REMN
B FinP 2 H B 6 & M BTG 4y, 18 2041 (22) iy
e

(22) I:ForceP [QP which store ] [ gy 8] [ roce e
from] [¢ 8] (g lew ] [1p John wants to buy it
from which store. ]]] 1]

2.1 BAES RS

RITEY ST B =R o047 O iR BRI R TE B
B L5 TR, B B LT & TP, T4 SC# R] Radford &
Iwasaki (2015 ) BT &, A AW BRA WL BB E TP
i) FinP, EHEZ — %K B /R I% 3H7 #5732 15 (Belfast
finglish) , B A0 Y47 447 that i B 76 45 Bk 5% 17 4 19
BEMIA G HA R ARSI R SERE S,
Bl (23)

(23)a. They discussed a certain model, but |
don’ t know which model that they discussed.

b. They discussed a certain model,but I don’t
know which model ( * that).

Baltin (2010 ) A 2, 7E % (23a) H B[R] 5] 44
which model 22 j5 #9473 4714) that 1 F [ Spec, FinP],

WREBAE W BEE TP By FinP, 38 4 45 4] 7
that Y& — W BR , XM T R4 51 (23b)
W, An)iA] that B LB FAREHE,

H—AEHER B F i AR 4] (root clause ) 4 LK
M ARG E54 , FinP B9 U018 BA B S 5R1E, B
TP LB B H BN E, B, B3
ARHAAFBE T REHE:

(24)a. John wrote a book.

b. What about did?

WMREBE MRS ZEE TP &Y FinP B, Bi3)
KT PR R HEH—EMER, A< EHRRA
UMY A R G T
2.2 A~ e iE

FELIE T, BIHA] right # straight 7] DL 7L PP
HIAR R 5 AL B 78 S R BB 4R, a0, AT RLR
right / straight through the center, SR, M4 Bg
LA SIF B PP BIIE.

(25) a. John has come straight here.

b. ®Where straight from?

IR ESCRT A M =Fp A0 BTk B R, )
BB TS Wi A 18] — IR N A Mg S5 A
5] (25b) Hr ) PP straight from where JR 514 i F TP
John has come here straight from where Z N, Joi
PP w22/ B [ Spec, FocP] (van Craenenbroeck,
2010) ,B R W ASNE T TP Z 4M( Hasegawa 2006 ) ,
1R B EER AT AR BR 8 , (B R X AAE  &5
MEHIRNEGHE :

AR, B (25b) R4 4% 89 R E 7E T ForceP
HOL TR O 3R S () SR BE 18] 17] where 2 13 [ Spec,
ForceP] ,FocP .05 iy £ SRUFRRE W /i 18] from &
#([ Spec, FocP], FinP .0 iE f B 2 RFAEH TP #Y
H0iE has EHIBIH S0 ENE 7 PF B |, 8E
WA BRER FinP R H T &R MER. BT
PP BB MR straight W H RAE(EMBAL, AN T
TP N, B IAE PF 2 H 48— B M5k, A i 3
MR RS,

2.3 BAney A

Fe R BARBR S A B W A, PP B S5 B 2
[ Spec, FocP](Hartman & Ai,2009) 8¢ & e/~ A
X H[ Spec, CP,] (van Craenenbroeck,2010) , 5¢
@) 38) 8 #% {2 U [ Spec, ForceP]. B2, 5E[a] {7 M
[ Spec, FocP]#{i %[ Spec, ForceP] Wy/a] i tEErE
R T rUEGRLE &M, Radford F1 Iwasaki (2015) WA
J,FinP BIEB , K OIEMI&SFIER S| PP R
fi22[ Spec, FinP] ,B/5/riRI# L B[ Spec, FocP],
BEMIRIRE AL B[ Spec, ForceP], SR, ZHRAE FIFE
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TG o (AR, 5, BESR FinP BB B, HAR &1
57 B BT AS SOV FE R B, 75 T &0 Bl 4 2%
o HWR, BM [ Spec, FinP] {7 & b A4 7T LAFE
PR B, i) AR B B B Hr OB B Rt
£yt S P IE R BRI

ForceP 1 FocP [ L BE9E [R) B 72 H B4 48
B TE B NI THR R , 43 K B8 ] 18] A A 18] 5 il )
B B ETENL B, E PR R, T 5 A2 I 19 AR
A% UL B, WA T IR (%) A [R) RN 43 T A
Mo BELERAEAURTE bk B A S PR i 4414, B s
WG Mk WE s % 5 RN ( Chomsky,
1995)

3 HiE

BB M IS G5 KA R R, B
SriaAh BB SEFRTELR MM B FE T AR 2 80,
ASCUHE T SCHR AR G SE IR M A I S5 A i =R
BT, S AR FEAE R BREG IR T A
(IR . FRATT 5K LA B 318 D 25, ¥ CP oy
%44 ForceP . FocP ] FinP =~ B0l (T GEHE 5T, 7o
VT BB R 20 1 v 18 TR B A JEE B4 0 1 3 TR PR e
TR, A B B 214 B B /R 2 AL
B SEITIBUE, AT BRAE A 3 1E i i 4 BE A5 R 4R
fit—AN BB AR

B2 WK
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