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The Vowel Pattern of Guangzhou Mandarin

WEN Baoying, HAN Yajuan

Abstract: Under the framework of vowel pattern, this paper analyzes the vowel
acoustic data of 50 Cantonese people, draws the vowel system of Guangzhou Mandarin,
and compares it with that of standard Mandarin. The results show that among one to four
levels of vowels in Guangzhou Mandarin, /7 / is of the biggest difference compared to
standard Mandarin, while /a/ is of relatively small difference, and /i/ is of the smallest
difference. Moreover, all four levels of vowels in Guangzhou Mandarin have a tendency of
becoming higher in pitch. The differences are mainly influenced by Guangzhou dialect,
and also by the development of vowels and pronunciation habits.
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