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The functional expansion of the plural marker “f/]” and its typological
performance; A case study of the syllabic contraction
of Chinese personal pronouns

WANG Cong
(Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China; INALCO-CRLAOQO, Paris, 75013 — 75007, France)

Abstract;: When the Chinese word “4/]” which expresses the plural meaning combines with personal
pronouns, it has both semantic and phonetic weakening. This phonetic change is called the phenome-
non of syllabic contraction of Chinese personal pronouns. This paper firstly divides this contraction in-
to four kinds, namely “dn”.“nin” “za” and “tan”, and respectively gives them an evolutionary and ty-
pological explanation. Then, on this basis, it expounds the causes of such contraction. In conclusion,
syllabic contraction is the virtual mode of the subsequent stages in which Chinese as an analytic lan-
guage grammaticalizes itself to a language of grammatical words and clitics, which is different from
the morphologic changes of inflectional languages. This is one of the characteristics of Chinese which
is different from the other languages.
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