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TESE . &

A Diachronic Analysis of Loanwords from Chinese
in Japanese based on Japan Etymology Dictionary
Li Bin Chen Jing
Abstract ; The loanwords from Chinese in Japanese are always an important object of linguistics studies.
Based on the data in the Japan Etymology Dictionary , this paper analyzes the time, the part of speech, the
proportion of the Chinese characters and their similarity with Chinese words. The result shows that, most of the
loanwords emerge in the Nara, the Heian and the Edo period. In addition, more than half of the words in the
dictionary are written in Chinese characters, while more than 90% of Japanese word contains Chinese charac-
ters. It also explores the causes of the loanwords, the phenomenon of the high proportion of Chinese charac-
ters, and the phenomenon of a sharp increase or decrease from time to time.

Key words:; Loanwords; Japanese Loanwords from Chinese; Diachronic Analysis; Etymology
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