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An Analysis on the Differences between “Laoshi” and “Jiaoshi” and their Reasons

Based on the “Lexical meaning — Thematic framework” Theory
Shi Shuyu,Sun Daogong

Abstract: “Laoshi” and “Jiaoshi” are two synonyms, both mean “teacher”. Due to their similar lexical
semantics and syntactic combination, it is difficult to explain the differences between the two words. The cur-
rent research on this issue is limited in discussing their difference in terms of speech style and reference, etc. ,
without revealing the deep reasons behind their difference in pragmatic usage. Based on the related theory of
noun classification and thematic framework of the Moscow Semantic School, this paper uses the method of cor-
pus marking to analyze the different lexical meanings and thematic frameworks of these two words, in order to
reveal the deep reasons behind their differences. The conclusion is that the deep reason of the difference be-
tween the syntax and pragmatics of these two words is that “Ligoshi” is a relational noun, while “ Jiaoshi” is a
qualitative noun. The thematic frameworks are restricted by the semantic feature between relation and quality
in these two words. The conclusion of this paper is significant in teaching Chinese as a foreign language, dic-
tionary interpretation and formalization of Chinese language processing.

Key words: “ Laoshi” ;” Jiaoshi” ; syntactic difference; relational noun; qualitative noun; thematic
framework
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