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On the Syntactic Function of the Adverbial Synonyms
“Hb (Z) ” “Xiang(#8)” and “Hu Xiang( Z#48)"”
Yan Ming

Abstract ; This paper presents an analysis of the syntactic functions of “Hu Xiang( Z#8) ”in comparison
with “Hd ( Z) ” and “xiang(#8)” ,all of them having the same denotative meaning of“ mutually” and “alter-
nately. ” The differences in syntactic functions between “Hi ( Z) ” / “Xiang(#8)” and “Hi Xiang( &
#8)” lie mainly in the number of syllables each has in its collocation. In general, the monosyllabic adverb
“Hi (%) ” / “Xiang(#8)” goes only with a monosyllabic verb, while the disyllabic “Hu Xiang( Z48)”
only with a disyllabic verb. But there are some additional usages restrictions. I. While “Ha( Z )" is used be-
fore a disyllabic verb only in a negative sense, “Xiang(#8)” is so only in the construction of “Hé( #=)/Yu
(5)/Gen(3%)---Xiang(#8) + V. “Hu Xiang( Z#8)” on the other hand, modifies disyllabic verbs more
freely. Il “Hi Xiang( Z48)” cannot be used before a monosyllabic verb unless the verb is in a construction
with other element. II. Hu Xiang( Z#8) can be repeatedly used to modify a succession of verbs, or to ap-
pear only once before these verbs modifying all of them. “Hit ( &) ” / “Xiang(#8)” on the other hand ,
cannot be used to modify two or more verbs in an “adverb + V1V2” siructure, but can be used in a limited
way ina “Hi ( &) / Xiang(#8)Vl + Ha ( Z) / Xiang(48) V2” structure. V. The structure “Hu (£ ) +
monosyllabic v. ” and “Hu Xiang( Z#8) + disyllabic v. ” are occasionally interchangeable. V. “Hu ( )"
can be used negatively with a verb while Xiang(#8)” cannot. And “Hu Xiang( Z #8) " is rarely used in a
negative sense. VI. “Hi Xiang{ Z48)” (Xiang Hi #8 %) can be used as an attributive while “Hu ( £) ” /
“Xiang(#8)” cannot. This paper also cites and analyzes some typical examples right or wrong usage from in-
ternational students according to the rules listed above.

Key words:Hu ( Z), Xiang(#8), Hiu Xiang( Z#8), Syntactic Function, Comparative Study
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