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On the Polysyllabic Approach and Mechanism of the Compound Noun Shéuzhdng ( 5 %)

Che Shuya, Li Xiufang

Abstract ; Under the impact of the polysyllabic trend in the development of Chinese vocabulary, the sememe
“shsu(4-)” hiding in the word zhting (%) has been exteriorized and formed the compound noun shouzhdng (F
% ). This process was started in the Han Dynasty, and kept developing slowly but continuously afterwards until the
Ming Dynasty. The compound noun shduzhting (5 %) eventually replaced the monosyllabic noun zhiing (%) in
Qing Dynasty. The path of this process is the exteriorizing of the inner sememe. The mechanism of it is the domina-
tion of the latent morpheme. The driving factors of this process include simplification of Chinese phonetics, the se-
mantic evolution from synthesis to analysis, and precision requirement of expression.

Key words:Zhéng (¥ ) ; Shduzhiing ( § ¥ ) ; presentation of the sememe ;the polysyllabic approach
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