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A Cognitive Study of Combined Assimilation of Word Meaning
from the Perspective of Generative Holistic Theory

Shi Xiaofeng
(School of Liberal Arts. Qilu Normal University, Jinan Shandong, 250013,
Advanced Institute for Confucian Studies , Shandong University, Jinan Shandong, 250100)

Abstract: The study of the infection of word meaning caused by combined assimilation is a way to
investigate the derivation of word meaning in terms of linguistic unit or the language environment of the
word. The study breaks through the traditional study of the evolution of word meaning in a single word
meaning system. The main difference between meaning infection and meaning extension is the difference
between synchronic evolution and diachronic evolution of word meaning. And the reason of its formation is
the influence of the double syllables of Chinese vocabulary, and the meaning of a word in a relatively
small context is assimilated by the adjacent meaning, thus resulting in meaning infection. Meaning
infection is similar to abbreviations in the form of expression. They are both based on the perspective of
the holistic theory. The difference is that the infection of word meaning is the internal interaction between
words, which results in the semantic assimilation and the loss of form, while abbreviations have no
internal assimilation, only using elliptic forms to represent the whole meaning. The senior scholars put
forward the historical principle and social principle to determine word meaning infection. We take
“fujiu”, “shangmu” and “diancang” as three case words, and propose the conventional combination
principle based on the normal relationship from the perspective of the generative holistic theory.

Key words: generative holistic theory; combined assimilation; infection of word meaning; extension of

word meaning ; abbreviation
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