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Definition and Gradation of Idioms

Liu Zhongfu
(College of Liberal Arts, Journalism and Communication, Ocean University of China, Qingdao, Shandong 266100)

Abstract ; Different viewpoints have been competing in the dispute over the property and definition of

idioms. Having been accepted in the development of history, idioms have the characteristics of multi—

property and openness, so any absolute conclusion of the dispute from the point of any single property

would be partial. Idioms have their gradation in terms of being new and old, refined and vulgar,

structurally shaped or not, completed or not in meaning, and in common use or not. It is suggested that

an idiom’ s level of typicality can be decided by the Idiom’ s Five Properties Grading System (IFPGS).

Key words: language category, idiom’ s definition, idiom’s property, gradation, IFPGS
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