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Accessing Zero Anaphoric Antecedents to the Genitive
Modifier of Subject NP

JIANG Ping
(School of Foreign Languages, Nanchang University, Nanchang 330031, China)

Abstract: In Chinese, besides entities mentioned in syntactic topics,subject and object positions, enti-
ties in the position for the genitive modifier of a subject NP are also anaphorized with zero forms. This not
only adds difficulties to the resolution of the antecedents,especially when it concerns whether the subject or
the modifier is the antecedent, but also brings new problems to the functional analysis of the constituents in
a sentence. It is found that the genitive modifier of a subject NP anaphorized with a zero form usually oc-
curs in simple formation and has three kinds of possessive relations with the subject. Its anaphorization
with a zero form is because of the high degree of accessibility of the entity in this position (close to that of
subject) which can be explained in the animacy,saliency, possessiveness,and topicality of the entities in this
position.
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