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On Moral Philosophy Construction in Ku Hungming’s
English Translation of Zhongyong

SONG Xiao-chun
(College of Foreign Languages, Hunan University,Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract: Ku Hungming translated Zhongyong during the First World War and his translation purpose
is to advocate Chinese peculiar moral civilization and thus to change western people’s attitude towards Chi-
na. In The Conduct of Life, he embodies the theme mainly through the introductory words on Chinese
moral philosophy in his translation preface and appendix; through the addition of “moral” in the key terms
translation and the quotation of the relevant statements from western philosophers or the interpretation of
these quotations in the interlinear commentaries to foreground the moral theme of the source text. Ku
Hungming’s translation succeeds in building Zhongyong as an integral wholeness of Chinese moral civiliza-
tion and his interpretative translation method opens a new way for translation practices.
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“Wherefore it is that the moral man(FE F) watches
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of this law is different from the modern interpreta-
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strange demand of society which first perplexes and misleads us, then asks of us more than Nature herself!”,
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moral balance unfailingly at all times (B Z|{f £5 18
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