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Title; “Ripple Structure” in Harsavardhana’s Sanskrit Dramas: On Aesthetic Fea-
tures of Creating and Dispelling Psychical Distance

Abstract: Harsavardhana Chereinafter referred to as Harsa), or Siladitya (590-
647), was one of the most famous emperors in Indian history, an important personage in
the intercultural communications between India and China, and a unique playwright of
Sanskrit dramas. This article starts from the frame structure of Indian tales, which is
typically formed by “building small stories inside the framework of large stories,” and
then moves to the structural characteristics of Harsa’s Sanskrit dramas, which take
frame structure as their intrinsic quality, and the ripple-like “building small dramas
inside the framework of large dramas” as their manifesting pattern. This drama structure
is here named as “Ripple Structure,” which can be divided into two parts in theatrical
practice: “role play” and “stage set,” both of which possess the aesthetic features of cre-
ating and dispelling psychical distance.

Keywords: Harsavardhana, Sanskrit dramas, Ripple Structure

Author: Zhang Yuan, Assistant Research Fellow, Sanskrit Research Centre, Insti-
tute of Foreign Literature, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, China. Email:
yzhang(@cass.org.cn
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