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A study of the approved linguistics-related projects obtained by Yunnan
scholars in the period of the eleventh five-year plan and the existing
linguistics-related research in Yunnan
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Journal of Yunnan Normal University, Journal of Yunnan Normal University, Kunming 650092 ,China)

Abstract: The approved linguistics-related projects are a key indicator for assessing the disciplinary
research level of an individual,a research team or even a given area.This paper gives a comprehensive
assessment of the linguistics-related projects sponsored by the central government, the Ministry of Ed-
ucation and Yunnan provincial government in the period of the eleventh five-year plan from the per-
spectives of the number of the approved projects, the institutions involved and the disciplinary distri-
bution. It concludes that Yunnan is above the average level in southwest China while its state-
sponsored projects are no less than other provinces good at linguistic studies, Its future is promising
and has superiority in the specially sponsored projects for western China, especially in the studies of
ethnic minority languages. As for the research institutions, the universities in Yunnan play a key role,
especially Yunnan Normal University and Yunnan Minzu University. Geographically, there are three
circles, the Kunming circle, central Yunnan circle and western Yunnan circle. Both ontological studies
and application studies have made progress. The major problems include the following: key state-spon-
sored projects are relatively few, disciplinary development is unbalanced, for example, the studies of
the Chinese language and minority languages have not made conspicuous progress and some branches
of learning have not received proper academic recognition. It finally proposes the following
suggestions: 1. A classified administration of the linguistics-related research institutions in Yunnan to
promote their balanced and sustainable development. 2. A comprehensive development of all the lin-
guistics-related disciplines through learning from each other the strong points.3.Further cooperation a-
mong the institutions involved for a quick development of linguistics-related studies in Yunnan.
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