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Differentiation and Analysis of the Pronunciation and Meaning of the

Title of Witch in Miao Language

MA Yong-bin
( History Research Institute, Guizhou Academy of Social Sciences, Guiyang, Guizhou 550002)

[ Abstract] “bad deib” is used to refer to the title of the full time witch in Maio language which is a
basic concept for the interpretation of the oral tradition and rituals of Miao witches. “bad” means “male” or is
used as a prefix rather than “father” interpreted by some experts, while “deib” means “god” which is spelled
as “#” in oracle bone script, rather than “son” or “ancestor”.

[ Key words] “bad deib” ; pronunciation and meaning; differentiation and analysis; oral mistake; god
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