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Research on the Common Phonology of Chinese
Dialects and Related Questions

GU Qian

Abstract: The current study uses broadly representative living dialect data to develop a common
phonology of the modern Chinese dialects, through a comparative process that seeks out relevant contrasts and

finds the “

dialects generally follows two possible methods: One is to systematically eliminate the contrasts that are not

least common multipliers” in the system. The reconstruction of a common phonology for Chinese
reflected in modern dialects from the traditional Qi¢yin %] system to come up with a new set of categories
that is consistent with the dialects. The other is to apply the methodology of comparative reconstruction to
modern dialect data to formulate or reconstruct their common phonology. Jerry Norman’s Common Dialectal
Chinese (CDC) uses the first method. The current study uses the second method. In theory both methods
should come up with essentially the same results. This paper undertakes a comparison of CDC with the

common phonology reconstructed by the latter method to analyze the differences between the two and

investigate the relevanttheoretical and methodological issues.

Key words: Chinese dialects, common phonology, reconstruction
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