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Analysis of Social Mentality and Gender Awareness

Taking the Buzzword Ni Han Zi as an Example

LI Zhen-xiao, LU Zhi-hong
(School of Humanities, Beijing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Beijing 100876, China)

Abstract: The wide spread of neologisms or network catchwords often reflects the current situation in people’ s
speech social interactions and social mentality. A questionnaire is designed on the buzzword nil han zi and the
survey is done online in 2014 and 2015 respectively, with an interval of 12 months in between. It aims to ana-
lyze social mentality and gender awareness of the general public from five variables, which are age, gender, so-
cial identity, educational background and region through data analysis of the respondents’ attitudes toward nil
han zi and their aesthetical features. The research shows that people have a general understanding of nii han z,
and they think there are more positive traits of human nature than negative traits reflected from nii han zi.
Through further analysis, especially on the group of different genders and social identities, it shows that there are
positive changes in social mentality and gender awareness of the general public.

Key words: nil han zi; buzzword; social mentality; gender awareness; variables



