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Restrictive mechanism of the quantitative structure as
adverbial and its causes

LUO Yao-hua
(School of Humanities, Nanchang University, Nanchang 330031, China)

Abstract: In Modern Chinese, verbs can be modified by the quantitative structure in the form of
complements, or in the adverbial form, but the quantitative structure used as adverbial is subject to
certain conditions. It can only be used as adverbial before a predicate which indicates a state or a trend,
or it goes with “le”, indicating a result. And all these predicates must have the meaning of “comple-
tion”. In order to demonstrate the particularity of the meaning of “completion” in the discourse, this
paper makes a comparative study of the quantitative structure used as adverbial or as a complement as
well as its corresponding reduplication, and explains such phrases as “one size fits all”.

Key Words: quantitative structure; adverbial; completion
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