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Self-designation and transferred-designation of De
constructions in Chinese legal texts

JIANG Chang-gang' & HU Dao-hua’

(1.School of Foreign Languages, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092, China/School of Foreign Languages,
Qingdao Agricultural University, Qingdao 266109, China; 2.School of Foreign Languages, Tongji University,
Shanghai 200092, China /School of Foreign Languages, Jishou University, Zhangjiajie 427000, China)

Abstract: De constructions in legal texts require their syntactical structure as "NP; +VP,+ De ,+
NP, +VP,;" in Chinese, which is in accordance with the logical structure of legal rules in the form of "
condition—+administrative subject+ behavior+ punishment". The omissions in NP1 and NP2 in De con-
structions which can refer to self-designation and transferred-designation reveal the fact that De con-
structions fall into eight sentence patterns plus one special sentence pattern in legal texts. Because the
Chinese syntactical structures are much affected by pragmatic rules,the correct interpretation and ap-
plication of De constructions in legal texts relies on the context.

Key Words: legal texts; De construction; self-designation; transferred-designation
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