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HIEHE: KEY

Context, Rhetoric, and Overinterpretation: ''Fei Jue Wu Ji,"
'""Wo You Hao Jue," and the Political Myth of Naming
Officials with Avian Terminology

ZHANG Han-mo
( School of Chinese Classics, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China )

Abstract: Inspired by Yan Buke's article on the interpretation of a phrase in the newly discovered manuscript "Zhou xun"

written on bamboo strips now in the Peking University collection, this article emphasizes the importance of paying attention to

the contexts of the newly discovered early Chinese texts in interpretation. The article consists of three sections. In the first section,

it examines Yan Buke's and several other scholars' arguments on how to interpret the words jue and ji, pointing out the problem

caused by ignoring the original context of these words in interpretation. It then offers an alternative explanation by putting those

words in their own context and explains the phrase as a literary trope. Section Two is a continuation of the examination on how

far we may leave the specific meaning conveyed through the words, phrases, and passages under discussion if we do not heed

their original contexts. The examples analyzed in this section further demonstrates that to explain a phrase without considering its

original context would in many cases lead to overinterpretation. In the last section, the article explains what could have raised the

importance of jue in Eastern Zhou ritual writings while its ritual significance had for centuries been considerably downplayed in

the archaeological context. I argue that the late Western Zhou ritual reform and mid-Spring-and-Autumn ritual restructuring played

a role in making this happen.

Key words: Zhou Xun; context; jue vessel; ritual reform
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