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A Contrastive Study of Attitude Resource of

Humorous Discourse in English and Chinese
—— A Case of Chinese and American TV Sitcoms

YUAN Ying

(College Foreign Language Teaching Department of Dezhou University, Dezhou Shandong 253023, China)

Abstract: Humorous discourse involves distinctive cultural features, which is a predominant factor to cre-
ate comedic effect in TV sitcoms. With combination of quantitative and qualitative methods, based on At-
titude Resource of SFL the present paper has a contrastive analysis on humorous discourse of Chinese and
American TV sitcoms in term of Affect, Judgment and Appreciation in order to see how they work to trig-
ger humorous effect and realize interpersonal function, reveal the similarities and differences in Attitude
Resource of Chinese and English humorous discourses, and explore the roots of the cultures which cause
these difference.

Key words: humorous discourse; Attitude Resource; contrastive study; TV sitcom
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The Echoing— copying Structure of Concession Meaning: “X-+shi( &) +X”

LI Jie

(1. School of Humanities, Shaoxing University, Shaoxing Zhejiang 312000, China;
2. Shanghai Normal University,Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: The tautology structure of concession meaning “X + shi (/&) + X” is also a Echoing copying
struction. The echo component mainly has three ways:direct quotastion, synonymous substitution and the
negative form converted to positive form. “Shi(4&)”is a mark word of stress. The structure has three ex-
pression functions:to continue from the above,to lead to the focus information,to show a subjective posi-
tion.

Key words: concession meaning; X-+shi (/&) +X; the echoing—copying structure



