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Halliday’ s Textual Metafunction: Sources and Evolution

ZHOU Haiming"*

(1. School of Foreign Languages, Yancheng Teachers University, Yancheng 224002, China;

2. School of Foreign Languages, Soochow University, Suzhou 215006, China)

Abstract: Textual metafunction, one concept about text creation initiated by M. A. K. Halliday, distinguishes

itself from the other two metafunctions in that the former metatheoretically reveals the reality-construction

function of texts. Since its birth, textual metafunction has undergone a process of evolvement and improve-

ment. This paper first traces the theoretical sources, then reviews its evolutionary path over the past five dec-

ades, and finally gives a brief account of the contributions made by other representative figures of the Sydney

School. It is held that deeper understanding of the background and connotations, precise interpretation of fron-

tiers and trends in systemic functional linguistics, and advocating a semogenic perspective on discourse stud-

ies, can shed new light on textual metafunction as a classic research focus.

Key words: systemic functional linguistics; textual metafunction; semogenesis; Halliday
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